WATERLOO     IN     PANAMA
that French intrigues were at the bottom of the
trouble.
Certainly the enormous number of imported work-
men, and many of them of the most degraded type, was
creating a definite problem, and Mr. Froude, who
visited the workings shortly afterwards, wrote that " in
all the world there is not perhaps now concentrated in
any single spot so much swindling and villainy, so
much foul disease, such a hideous dungheap of moral
and physical abomination." And he added: "The
scene of operations is a damp tropical jungle, intensely
hot, swarming with mosquitoes, snakes, alligators,
scorpions, and centipedes; the home, even as Nature
made it, of yellow fever, typhus, and dysentery, and
now made immeasurably more deadly by the multitudes
of people who crowd thither."
Further catastrophes took place in the course of the
actual operations due to the unexpected heaviness of
the rainfall. In a country used to violent tropical
storms, the solid sheets of rain which descended again
and again in the years following the earthquake were
phenomenal. Earth excavated from the cuts was
washed back again, and on one occasion a deep cut on
the Colon side was completely filled with water which
covered even the machinery. In 1885 the Chagres
River was swollen by flood water to such an extent that
it was nearly twelve times as wide as the canal, and
almost as deep as its deepest point. As the river over-
hung the canal, it was absolutely necessary to create
a dam. As one of the canal chaplains wittily expressed
it: " They must dam it, or it will damn them."
Unforseen   difficulties   were   encountered   by   the